Rhinebeck Central School District

Board of Education - Policy Committee

Meeting Date: October 1, 2009

Meeting Minutes
Present:
Elissa Cascio, Karen Hatter, Joseph Phelan, Dean Vallas

Discussion Items:

1. Unfinished Business from 2008-09 School Year

· Policy # 4810 Teaching About Controversial Issues

· Ask Board colleagues at next regular BOE meeting for any aspects or implications of this policy they request this Committee to review at this time

2. Committee agreed to review three existing Board policies: Gifts and Private Grants (#6255), Memorials (#7501), and Gifts from the Public (#1800).  The purpose for review of these policies is to ensure that they reflect the Board’s vision of how such opportunities should be facilitated in a way that maintains the integrity of the district’s facilities, mission, vision, core values, fiscal planning, school culture and our overall educational program.
· Committee members agreed to arrive at our next meeting prepared to fully discuss these three policies to determine what, if any, changes we might consider recommending to the full Board.

3. Committee members began a discussion of how our work as a Policy Committee can make a positive contribution towards the Board’s achievement of our adopted 2009-10 Board Goals.  Of the three Board Goals, we agreed that we would focus on the School Climate goal.  Some of our initial steps will include:

· A review of Board Policies in the 5000 Series (Students).

· Inviting appropriate administrators to joins us at a meeting in the near future to review the relevant data gathered through recent School Climate surveys administered at Rhinebeck High School and throughout the district.

Next Meeting:    November 5th
Respectfully submitted by E. Cascio

